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volgedl, that they had done
soinathipg”-

Slotne irid writet/director Scott
Murden ure protid of thei B, after
sostatlon thatineluded putting upter
Mstriianninein 6F doflais of their own mor
il ruertlon by fhe Australian Film
Contnfsalon (fiow Screen Australia.
"Wa thlnk it was a bit controversial

b does not wint unyone to
ust because il's

10 people is we don't
sympathy Licket. Come to se
'l be Luken oh an
llerconster, but don't jus
Hecause ity Austrulian,”he

movies along the lir
| 3 Alstralion film',

ink there's been a lot of films pu
ocut carrying the same flavour.
“If1 see another Australian fil thai
all about sexual discovery Il choke, T
anobody first-time producer Iooking 5
the industry from the outside byt we're
just getting the same kind of films with
the same kind of marketing, and I don?
thinkit's doing the Australian film
industry any good at all »

He wged young filmmakers to have
faith in their ideas and not to he put off
by the processey involved with
produeing a completed film,

“The government systems and the
bureaucratic processes that can be
associated with (iimmaking are a5 muc
about politics as (hey are about whetho
youve got a good product ” he said,

. We all know that bad things happen when good people do nothing, but what would you “T'dsayto anyonc wanting to make a
! : D . . R i filxn, do not see thoge Euys and processe
- do? Anew Aussje film isn't afraid to ask the question, writes Joanne McCarthy. as the only way to got & film up in
: ) Australia,
ot “The technology age allows rogue
{ IRST-TIME film producer An unlikely premise ifit was fietion, filmmakers, like myself to have a say.”
Brendan Sloane knows how but when inspired by a true event, itis Sloane, who started his careeras 4
% audience members react apowerlul base on which to explore theatre actor and is known by many as
when provoked about the idea that bad things happen when the “Magnet-Mart man” after 250
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standing up te be counted on good people do nothing, Sloane said, television advéitisements for the

" amoral issue. At the trial of Any Singh for the company, said he was delighted the fily
“Some people have been preflyriled  killing of Joe Cin que, the coutrt was told would have its first official screening at
up by this little film,” said Sloaneg, one a witness who was aware of a murder/ e Dungoy Film Festival.
of two men behind the independent suicide plan being discussed by Singh “I'ver hever boen there before but it's
[ Australian movie The Dinner Party, threatened to call potice. Hola histarie cinema, a great name, and
| which was inspired by the killing of But when she phoned another friend Tike the sound ofit. T[] definitely be
Charlestown man Joe Cingue in who was also aware of the plan, she was there for the sereening.
Canberrain 1997, told it was “none of her business”, the
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i that would get people thinking about events in the final 10 minutes,” he said.

“We're in o 1045pm timeslot so it's &

“When you show characters making court was told. filan for the night owls, but 1 quite like
that” "

the excuses people use when they don't From those few facts the seed of The

want to get involved, people don't want  Dinner Party grew, Sloane said, Thes filny slars Laza Cox as Angela.

to see it because they know what “We don't judge. We just explore Cox iang Sloane late one night after

they're seeing is themselves, some of the reasons why people do the roading the seript to say she wanted the
“We all like to think we'd say or do things they do. It's a late-night, dark pard,

something to stop a bad thing - kind of film, with some black humour, “Lara Is Jenown for lighter things like

happening, We decided to make afilm  butit’sathrillerthat buiids towards Heartbroak: High but she wanted

something lougher, She's taken it on and

‘theidea that maybe they wouldn't do Some of the blackness of the film . ity the end she éats this role for
anything.” counid be iraced to the time it was NEW FOcUs: Jos Cinque and Any Singh.  breakinst,” Sloane said,

The Dinner Party will screen for the written and made in 2008, he said, Lara Cox In The Dinner Party, top. Durlag an interview in 2007 to
first time at Dungog Film Festival May “The Howard era was a time when eoincide with the 10th anniversary of her
281031), you had to have courage to stand up with rules and bureaucracy, whereyou  son s degth, Maria Cinque said The

It tells the story of a dinner party and be counted on some issues,” he stand sometimes and ask: ‘Wheye have  Dinner Purtywas written with the views
where guests are told a woman, Angela, said, all the heroes gone?’ of herself'and husband Ning in mind.
plans {o commit suicide after killing “That’s where the story was born for “We made it at a time where there Taling the focus away from the ldller

-her boyfriend, Joel, because he waniy us, We're passionate and angry about was nothing 1o be gained for those who and investigating the decisions of others

their relationship to end, what happens in a world overwrought  stood up butthe knowledge they got had her support, she said.



